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1. Introduction 
1.1 Project background 
Bord Gáis Energy is planning to develop a new gas-powered peaker plant at a location west of Athenry, County 
Galway, known as the Cashla Peaker Plant. This will provide flexible electricity generation which is recognised as a 
key part of the transition to net zero and to energy security. 

As the availability of renewable electricity (such as solar or wind) can be intermittent in nature, flexible gas generation 
is needed to ensure grid stability and security of supply, and to support the growth of renewable generation through 
proven technologies that are immediately available. The Irish Government has deemed this a national priority as 
highlighted in its Policy Statement on Security of Electricity Supply, November 2021. 

The Climate Action Plan 2025 sets a key national target to have at least 2GW of new flexible gas generation by 2030 
to deliver a flexible system to support renewables and demand. “Rapid delivery of flexible gas generation is needed 
at scale and in a timeframe to replace emissions from coal and oil generation as soon as possible to reduce impacts 
on the carbon budgets.” 

The proposed Cashla Peaker Plant will have the ability to ramp up quickly to meet peak demand. The flexible nature 
of the plant means that it can be turned on and off to react to fluctuations in renewable generation. 

1.2 Proposed location 
The proposed location for the new Cashla Peaker Plant is 3.5km west of Athenry, in the townlands of Pollnagroagh 
and Rathmorrissy, County Galway, see Figure 1-1 below. The new plant will be bounded to the west by the M18 
motorway and to the south by the M6 motorway. The site location is crossed by an existing gas transmission pipeline, 
operated by Gas Networks Ireland, and is close to the existing Cashla 220kV electricity substation. 

The proposed site for the Cashla Peaker Plant was selected primarily based on its proximity to the existing Gas 
Networks Ireland gas transmission line, the existing Cashla 220kV substation, and the availability of a suitable area 
of land. A detailed consideration of the site, and alternative sites is included in the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report (EIAR).  
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Figure 1-1 Proposed location for the Cashla Peaker Plant 

The area around the proposed peaker plant location and grid connection route encompasses a mix of land uses, 
primarily agriculture and residential, with some commercial and industrial enterprise. The nearest residential 
properties are more than 450m away from the site.  

1.3 Stakeholder identification 
A comprehensive stakeholder identification exercise was undertaken to establish a list of all project stakeholders. 
This important exercise ensured that all possible stakeholders were identified and afforded the opportunity to 
participate in the non-statutory public consultation to provide their feedback. 

Stakeholder groups identified included: 

 Local Authorities 

 Councillors and TDs (elected representatives) 

 Prescribed Bodies 

 Non-Statutory Bodies 

 Landowners 

 Members of the public and community groups (including local residents, businesses and schools) 
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Table 1-1 – Stakeholder identification 

Stakeholder 
category Stakeholders Communication methods 

Local authorities  Galway County Council 

 Galway City Council 

 Northern and Western Regional Assembly 

Pre-application engagement via face-to-face 
meetings, virtual (Teams) meetings, and email.  

Elected 
representatives 

Municipal District of 
Athenry consisting 
of the Local 
Electoral Area of 
Athenry – 
Oranmore 

 Albert Dolan TD, FF 

 Peter Roche TD FG  

 Sean Canney TD, Ind  

 Louis O'Hara TD, SF 

 Cllr. James Charity, GCC 

 Cllr. David Collins, GCC 

 Cllr. Sean Broderick, GCC 

 Cllr. Peter Feeney, GCC 

 Cllr. Tom Grealish, GCC 

 Cllr. Cillian Keane, GCC 

 Cllr. Martin McNamara, GCC 

 Cllr. Declan Kelly 

1-1 engagement prior to the launch of the non-
statutory public consultation.  

Provision of project information e.g. project website, 
project brochure, and invitation to attend public 
information drop-in events. 

Prescribed bodies 
 Department of Transport 

 Department of Housing, Local Government 

and Heritage  

 National Parks and Wildlife Service - 

Development Applications Unit (DAU) 

 Office of Public Works (OPW) 

 Health and Safety Authority (HSA) 

 Failte Ireland 

 Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

 Commission for Railway Regulation 

 The Health Services Executive (HSE) 

 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  

 An Taisce 

 The Arts Council 

 Inland Fisheries Ireland 

 Geological Survey Ireland 

 Heritage Council 

 Commission for Regulation of Utilities 

(CRU) 

 Uisce Éireann 

 Gas Networks Ireland 

 EirGrid 

 ESB Networks 

 Port of Galway 

 Irish Aviation Authority 

Provision of project information and requests for 
information predominantly via email during the pre-
application stage.  
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Stakeholder 
category Stakeholders Communication methods 

Non-statutory 
bodies 

 Teagasc 

 Corrib Airport Limited (Galway Airport) 

 Irish Farmers’ Association (IFA) 

 Galway Chamber of Commerce 

 Irish Wildlife Trust 

 Bird Watch Ireland  

 An Garda Síochána 

 Galway Fire and Rescue Service 

 Bus Eireann 

1-1 engagement during the non-statutory public 
consultation. Provision of project information e.g. 
project website, project brochure, email invitation to 
attend public information drop-in events. 

Landowners  Landowners affected by site of proposed 
power plant 

 Landowners affected by proposed 
transmission cable route 

1-1 engagement during the non-statutory public 
consultation. Provision of project information e.g. 
project website, project brochure, invitation to attend 
public information drop-in events. 

Members of the 
public and / or 
community groups 

 Members of the public 

 Local schools: 

o Scoil Naomh Mhuire, Lisín na Coille 

o Clarin College 

o Presentation College 

o Gaelscoil Riada 

o Scoil Chroí Naofa 

 Local businesses 

o Tribal Foods 

o Creva International 

o Rathmorrissey Lodge 

 Sports groups 

o Athenry Athletics Club 

o Athenry Football Club 

o Athenry Golf Club 

o St. Mary's GAA Club Athenry 

 Community groups 

o Athenry Community Council   

o Athenry Tidy Towns  

o Athenry Christmas Lights 
Committee 

o Community Employment Scheme 
Committee 

o LEA - Galway and Roscommon 
Education and Training Board  

o Athenry Community Council 

Provision of project information e.g. project website, 
project brochure, email invitation to attend public 
information drop-in events. 

News articles.  
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2. Non-Statutory Public Consultation  
2.1 Overview of the non-statutory public consultation 
process 
Bord Gáis Energy place significant emphasis on community engagement and strive to ensure that all stakeholders 
are informed and engaged at each stage in the project lifecycle. Our aim is to build relationships and work closely 
with stakeholders within the Athenry community to address any issues or concerns they may have about the project, 
whilst also promoting the need for, and the benefits of the project.   

To demonstrate our commitment to community engagement, we have appointed John Hayes of Bord Gáis Energy as 
the dedicated Community Liaison Officer (CLO) for the Cashla Peaker Plant project. He is the main point of contact 
for all local stakeholders and is always available to engage with any stakeholder either face-to-face, or via telephone 
or email.  

2.1.1 Public information events 
Bord Gáis Energy held a total of three public information events between May and December 2025. The first two 
public information events were held on Wednesday 7th May 2025 and Tuesday 13th May 2025, in the De Burgo Suite 
of the Raheen Woods Hotel, Athenry, from 3pm to 8pm, to provide information on the project proposals and to invite 
feedback from local residents, and the wider community.  

The third public information event was held on Thursday 4th December 2025 from 1pm to 8pm in the De Burgo Suite 
of the Raheen Woods Hotel, Athenry, to provide further information to the local community in advance of the 
submission of the SID application.  

These events provided an opportunity for stakeholders to learn more about the project, and to engage directly with 
members of the project team. A total of 184 people attended the three public information events.  

The main objectives of the public information events in May 2025 were: 

 To establish the project team as the trusted source of all project information 

 To build and maintain relationships with key stakeholders, the local community, and landowners, and ensure 
they are aware of the project and how it may affect them 

 To promote the benefits of and the need for the project 

 To present the details of the project proposals including the proposed grid connection to the Cashla 220kV 
substation 

 To facilitate meaningful, transparent, and accessible engagement with all stakeholders through a range of 
methods 

 To provide assurance to all stakeholders that any feedback provided would be given due consideration by 
the project team. 

The format of the public information events was an informal drop-in style event, where attendees could view the 
project information which was displayed on A0 size boards mounted on wooden easels. Several members of the 
project teams were on-hand within the room at any given time to speak with attendees to answer any queries they 
had.  
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Figure 2-1 A0 display boards at the public information events in May 2025 

The A0 display boards presented: 

 Background information on Bord Gáis Energy 

 The need for and benefits of the Cashla Peaker Plant 

 The proposed site layout and location 

 3D visualisations of the peaker plant 

 Photomontages showing the peaker plant from several viewpoints in the local area 

 The proposed grid connection route to the Cashla 220kV substation 

 Community benefit fund and interim project sponsorship 

 The project timeline and next steps. 

Printed copies of the consultation brochure were available, and attendees were encouraged to provide feedback 
using hardcopy forms or a digital terminal. A secure deposit box was provided to ensure anonymity for those 
submitting written feedback.  

A copy of the consultation boards is included in Appendix A. 

Following the public information events in May 2025, our Community Liaison Officer responded to all queries raised 
in a timely manner.  

The following sections describe the various communication materials and channels that were used to inform 
stakeholders about the public information events, including how they could engage with the process to provide their 
feedback.  
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2.2 Communication materials 

2.2.1 Project website 
A dedicated project website www.cashlapeakerplant.ie was launched in April 2025 to serve as a central hub for all 
information relating to the Cashla Peaker Plant project. The website was designed to be accessible, informative, and 
user-friendly, enabling stakeholders to engage with the project information at their convenience (see Figure 2-1). 

 

Figure 2-1 Project website homepage 

The website included the following information:  

 Information about the project including the key benefits 

 Visual material, including maps and 3D visualisations of the peaker plant 

 A downloadable version of the consultation brochure 

 Details about the consultation events i.e. date, time, and venue 

 Details of the interim sponsorship fund and longer-term community benefit fund 

 A comprehensive set of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 A secure online feedback form 

 Contact details for the Community Liaison Officer.  

The website played a key role in broadening the reach of the non-statutory public consultation, particularly for those 
unable to attend the in-person public information events. Screenshots of the website layout are included in Appendix 
B. 
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2.2.2 Consultation poster 
To raise awareness of the non-statutory public consultation and the public information events, posters were designed 
and displayed in prominent locations throughout Athenry and the surrounding area. A total of 20 consultation posters 
were erected on local notice boards in community centres, libraries, civic buildings, and business premises in the 
Athenry area. A copy of the consultation poster along with a plan showing the locations of where the posters were 
erected is included in Appendix C.  

The consultation posters were designed to be visually engaging and accessible, providing key information at a glance. 
Each poster outlined: 

 The dates and times of the public information events 

 A summary of the project’s purpose and benefits 

 Details on how to access further information 

 Instructions on how to submit feedback 

 A QR code linking directly to the project website - www.cashlapeakerplant.ie 

The posters aimed to ensure that local residents and stakeholders in the Athenry area were informed of the public 
information events and had the opportunity to engage with the project team.  

2.2.3 Leaflet to local residents 
To ensure local residents and businesses were informed about the public information events, a project leaflet was 
prepared and distributed to approximately 320 addresses within a 2km – 3km radius of the peaker plant, as well as 
the proposed underground cable route to the Cashla 220kV substation. 

The leaflet served as a formal invitation to the public information events and provided key information about the 
project, including how to engage and to provide feedback.   

The leaflet included: 

 A brief overview of the peaker plant 

 The dates, times, and venue of the two public information events 

 Instructions on how to access the consultation brochure on the project website 

 Details on how to submit feedback via the online form, email, or in person at the public information events 

 Contact information for the Community Liaison Officer.  

The leaflets were printed locally and distributed by a professional distribution company. A copy of the leaflet and a 
map showing the distribution area are included in Appendix D. 

2.2.4 Invitations to other stakeholders 
Email invitations were issued to other stakeholders listed in Table 1-1 i.e. non-statutory bodies, and community 
organisations. These email invites were issued by the Community Liaison Officer and included the dates, times and 
venue for the public information events as well as an offer of 1-1 engagement if they were unable to attend either of 
the events in person.  
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2.2.5 Consultation brochure 
To support the public information events, a non-technical project brochure was developed, to provide stakeholders 
with key information in a clear and accessible format. The brochure was designed to explain the project proposals in 
plain English and included 3D visualisations from two separate viewpoints, showing what the plant may look like once 
constructed (see Figure 2-2 and Figure 2-3). 

The 3D visualisations provided stakeholders with a real-world illustration of the peaker plant, including some of the 
key features such as the turbine, emissions stack, and substation layout. In addition, it indicated how the peaker plant 
may be screened with landscape planting, to soften and screen the appearance of buildings and structures, helping 
to integrate the site into its natural surroundings.  

 
Figure 2-2 3D visualisation of the Cashla Peaker plant looking in a south westerly direction 

 
Figure 2-3 3D visualisation of the Cashla Peaker plant looking in an easterly direction 
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The brochure also included:  

 The rationale for the project and its role in supporting Ireland’s energy security 

 A summary of the proposed peaker plant layout and infrastructure 

 Details of the proposed grid connection to the Cashla 220kV substation 

 Information on the consultation timeline 

 Details on how to submit feedback via the online form, email, or in person at the public information events 

 Contact information for the Community Liaison Officer. 

The brochure was made available in both digital and hardcopy formats. A downloadable version was published on 
the project website, and soft copies were issued to elected representatives in advance of the consultation events. 
Printed copies were distributed to attendees at the two public information events.  

A copy of the consultation brochure is included in Appendix E. 

2.2.6 Press release 
To coincide with the leaflet drop and erection of consultation posters, Bord Gáis Energy issued a press release to 
local and regional media outlets. The press release outlined the purpose of the Cashla Peaker Plant project, its 
importance in supporting Ireland’s energy transition and energy security, and the opportunity for the public to provide 
feedback.  

The press release helped generate media interest and was followed by a feature segment on Galway Bay FM’s 
‘Galway Talks’ programme, wherein Councillor Declan Kelly shared his views of the project and encouraged local 
participation.  

2.2.7 Newspaper advertisement  
To further promote the public information events, a newspaper advertisement was published in the Tuam Herald on 
Wednesday, 30th March 2025. The advertisement included: 

 The dates and times of the public information events 

 A summary of the project’s purpose and benefits 

 Details on how to access further information 

 A QR code linking directly to the project website - www.cashlapeakerplant.ie 

This print media approach complemented the digital media and in-person engagement efforts, ensuring that 
stakeholders who may not use online platforms were still informed and invited to participate. 

A copy of the newspaper advertisement can be seen in Figure 2-4 below and a copy of the published advertisement 
is included in Appendix F.  
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Figure 2-4 Copy of newspaper advertisement submitted for publication in the Tuam Herald 

2.2.8 Briefing with elected representatives 
In advance of the public information events, our Community Liaison Officer issued invitations to local elected 
representatives from Galway County Council and TDs from Dáil Éireann to introduce the Cashla Peaker Plant project 
and offer opportunities for 1-1 engagement.  

The briefing process included: 

 An email invitation on 13th March 2025, outlining the project objectives and consultation timeline  

 A link to the project website and a summary of the forthcoming community engagement activities 

 An offer to arrange one-to-one meetings either in-person, or virtually during the week commencing 24th March 
2025. 

Several representatives availed of this opportunity for 1-1 engagement, including: 

 Deputy Albert Dolan 

 Deputy Louis O’Hara 

 Councillor Martin McNamara 

 Councillor Peter Feeney 

Meetings were held in-person with Deputy Albert Dolan and Councillor Peter Feeney. Further engagement with other 
elected representative was carried out via telephone and Microsoft Teams meetings. These sessions allowed for 
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detailed discussion of the project, clarification of technical aspects, and the opportunity to raise any local concerns 
ahead of the public information events.  

Some elected representatives also posted information about the public information events to their social media 
channels prior to the events, encouraging their constituents to attend and raise any issues or questions they may 
have directly with the project team.  
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3. Non-Statutory Public Consultation 
Feedback 
3.1 Stakeholder Management System 
Managing stakeholder information effectively is a complex process. Feedback submissions from stakeholders must 
be managed carefully and sensitively, and in line with the requirements of the General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR). Bord Gáis Energy employed a stakeholder management software system called ‘Atlas’ to serve as the 
central repository for all stakeholder information, including lists of all landowners, members of the public, businesses, 
community groups, prescribed bodies, and elected representatives. In addition, all interactions between the project 
team and stakeholders are recorded in the system, including letters, emails, telephone calls, meeting notes, and 
submissions. 

 

Figure 3-1 Atlas stakeholder management system 

3.2 Assessment methodology 
All feedback received during the public consultation was systematically recorded and analysed to ensure that 
stakeholder views were accurately captured and considered. Submissions were received through multiple channels, 
including: 

 Hardcopy forms completed at the public information events 

 Verbal feedback provided during 1-1 discussions at the public information events 

 Email correspondence 

 Verbal feedback provided during telephone conversations.  
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For consistency, verbal comments were transcribed and treated as equivalent to written submissions. Each 
submission was reviewed to identify key issues, concerns, and suggestions. Given the manageable volume of 
responses, a formal coding framework was not required. Instead, recurring themes were manually identified in 
Microsoft Excel and grouped into categories.  

Simple counts were used to track the frequency of specific topics, and representative quotes were extracted to 
illustrate stakeholder sentiment. Where contact details were provided, responses were issued to acknowledge receipt 
and, where appropriate, to address specific queries.  

This approach ensured that all feedback was given due consideration by the project team.  

3.3 Overview of feedback received 
The breakdown of feedback from the public consultation in May 2025 via the various channels is as follows: 

 26 written submissions were received over the course of the two public information events 

 6 email submissions were received following the public information events 

 1 online submission was received via the project website 

All feedback submission were reviewed and analysed by the project team. These came from a broad range of 
stakeholders, including local residents, landowners, community groups, and elected representatives. 

The feedback reflected a good level of local interest in the project and covered a wide spectrum of topics, from health 
and environmental concerns to construction logistics and community benefits. All submissions were reviewed and 
analysed to identify recurring themes  

3.4 Key themes 
The non-statutory public consultation process for the Cashla Peaker Plant project generated a range of feedback from 
stakeholders, reflecting a diverse range of views. The feedback was analysed and grouped into overarching themes 
and issues, to identify specific areas of public interest and / or concern. These themes are summarised in Table 3-1 
below.  

Table 3-1 Key themes identified from consultation feedback 

Theme Description 

Human health Comments relating to concern about air emissions, EMFs, and health 
impacts on nearby residents and schools 

Location Comments relating to the proposed location close to the town of Athenry 
Plant operations Comments relating to operational hours, fuel type, monitoring, and 

comparisons with other peaker plants 
Construction impacts and traffic 
management  

Comments relating to potential traffic disruption, access, safety, existing 
utilities services during construction 

Noise and visual impacts Comments relating to the visual impact of the emissions stack, 
landscaping, noise of the turbine, and construction related noise 

Impact on private property Comments relating to concerns in relation to property devaluation and 
potential restrictions on future land use / development 

Grid connection Comments relating to the potential disruption for local residents from the 
proposed underground cable route for the grid connection 
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Theme Description 

Environmental impacts Comments relating to potential effects on local ecology and wildlife 
Community engagement Comments relating to issues around transparency of information, and 

notification of public information events 
Community benefits Comments relating to direct benefits to the community and interest in 

funding opportunities 
Other infrastructure projects Comments relating to other infrastructure projects and regional energy 

development  
Future use Comments relating to increased future operation, changes in plant 

function, and decommissioning 
 
Each submission received was analysed, and comments categorised according to the 12 key themes above. The 
breakdown of feedback across these themes shows that human health concerns, and plant operations were the most 
frequently raised topics, accounting for 66% of all comments in the submissions. These were followed by concerns 
relating to construction impacts and traffic management, impact on private property, and noise and visual impacts. A 
detailed summary of the main issues identified under each theme is provided in Section 3.5 below.
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3.5 Summary of issues identified within each theme 
Table 3-2 - Summary of key issues 

Themes Issues identified 

Human health Air emissions 

 Concerns in relation to possible health implications as a result of air emissions from the peaker plant, particularly for those 
residents living in close proximity to the site.  

 Queries in relation to the chemical constituents of the air emissions, in particular nitrous oxides (NOx) and the potential 
health implications related to respiratory illnesses such as asthma etc.  

Electromagnetic Fields (EMFs)  

 A small number of respondents also raised some concerns in relation to EMFs from electricity generation and transmission, 
and how these could impact human health.  

Plant operations Operating hours 

 Queries regarding the plant operating hours with some scepticism regarding the infrequency of operation i.e. estimated 
operating time of approximately 100 hours per year, and concern that this may increase over time. Respondents sought 
clarity on how often the plant would be required to come online to make up the shortfall in generation.  

Natural gas supply 

 Queries as to the source of the natural gas supply and some comments in relation to the Corrib Gas Field and whether this 
could sustain the plant for the project lifecycle.  

 Some comments mentioned concerns that biomethane will be generated on site to supply the plant.  

 Queries regarding the potential transition to more renewable fuel sources in the future and whether the plant will continue to 
operate on natural gas for the duration of its lifecycle if these sources do not become available at commercial scale.  

Back-up diesel fuel  

 Some concerns regarding the quantities of diesel stored on site as a back-up fuel.  

 There appeared to be some confusion regarding the use of diesel, with some respondents commenting that they believed 
that the plant would be operating on diesel as a primary fuel source as opposed to natural gas.  
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Themes Issues identified 

 Queries as to how long diesel could be stored on site before it would need to be removed for treatment and / or disposal.  

Monitoring 

 Queries regarding independent monitoring of the plant – in particular the air emissions.  

Construction impacts and 
traffic management  

Traffic management 

 Queries in relation to traffic management during the for the construction of the underground cable route for the grid 
connection to the Cashla 220kV substation. Respondents wanted to know whether there would be any road closures, and if 
so, how access to private property would be maintained.  

 There were a number of comments in relation to the narrow width of the road from Castlelambert to Lisheenkyle and 
queries as to how access to private property would be maintained. 

 Concerns about the possible impact on access to schools, with particular reference to Lisheenkyle National School.  

 Comments regarding the possible impact of heavy plant and machinery on the local road network, in particular the possible 
impact on private access splays to residential properties.   

Location  Site selection 

 There were a number of comments in relation to the site location and the rationale given the rural nature of the area, 
proximity to residential properties, and the town of Athenry.  

Proximity to local schools 

 Reference was also made in some feedback to the number of schools in the local area and the possible negative impacts in 
relation to air quality and associated potential health risks.   

Noise and visual impacts Visual impact  

 Queries in relation to the height of the emissions stack and what colour it would be once constructed. 

 Some respondents expressed concerns that the emissions stack would have a significant visual impact in the local area, 
however there was an also opposing opinion from some respondents who commented that their main concern was air quality 
and that they were not concerned about the height of the emissions stack so long as the air emissions were safe.  
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Themes Issues identified 

 Queries were raised in relation to the possible noise impacts from the plant during operation e.g. noise from the turbine and 
the generator. Reference was also made to possible night time operation and the potential noise implications for local 
residents living in close proximity to the peaker plant.   

Impact on private property Property value 

 Some concerns were raised by certain respondents regarding the potential impact of the peaker plant on the value of their 
property.  

 There were also some comments relating to possible damage to their property as a result of vibration from machinery 
during construction.   

Future development 

 Queries in relation to any possible restriction or impediments to future development of land e.g. new houses, or new 
services e.g. water and electricity.  

 There were some concerns that the peaker plant could give rise to further industrial type developments similar to the peaker 
plant in the local area.  

Grid connection Route selection for underground cable 

 There were queries in relation to the route identified for the underground cable to the Cashla 220kV substation, in particular 
why the route was selected given the narrow width of the road and number of residential properties potentially affected.  

 Some respondents queried the possibility of using an overhead line as opposed to an underground cable.  

Environmental impacts Ecological impact 

 There were some queries in relation to the impact of the peaker plant on sensitive ecology in the local area.  

Community engagement Project awareness 

 A small number of respondents expressed frustration that they did not receive any notification of the public information 
events or only found out after the events had taken place.  

 There were some comments in relation to the transparency of project information, with some respondents frustrated that 
they were not being provided with full details of the ongoing assessments e.g. air quality assessment, noise assessment 
etc.   
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Themes Issues identified 

Community benefits Community benefits 

 There was positive feedback in relation to the interim sponsorship fund, and a number of stakeholders submitted requests 
for funding for their projects / initiatives.  

 Queries in relation to the longer-term Community Benefit Fund, and how this will be administered.  

Other infrastructure 
projects 

Gas supply to Athenry 

 There were some comments from respondents suggesting that a gas supply should be provided for Athenry.  

Nephin Energy 

 Some queries in relation to Nephin Energy’s anaerobic digestion plant in County Mayo and whether biomethane generated 
would be used by the Cashla Peaker Plant.  

Shannonbridge Power Plant 

 Some queries as to how the Cashla Peaker Plant differs from the new power plant at Shannonbridge, in particular whether 
the Cashla Peaker Plant would also run on diesel.  

Future use Future use 

 There was some interest among respondents regarding the future transition to more renewable fuel sources such as 
hydrogen, or biomethane.  

 There were some queries in relation to this transition and whether this would require alteration to the height of the emissions 
stack.  

 



 
 

 
 

  

Cashla Peaker Plant - Consultation Report
0114485DG0037

0 | 19 January 2026 24
 

4. Further community engagement  
4.1 Additional Project Information Leaflet 
Following the public information events in May 2025, Bord Gáis Energy reviewed the feedback received and continued 
to engage with stakeholders in relation to any queries or issues raised. To address some misinformation in relation to 
key aspects of the project, a new leaflet was designed and distributed, providing more information and clarity on the 
following key aspects: 

 When the peaker plant will be required to come online  

 The primary fuel that the peaker plant will use 

 How the site for the peaker plant was selected 

 How air emissions will be monitored 

 How the electricity generated by the peaker plant will be connected to the grid 

 How traffic will be managed during the laying of the underground cables for the grid connection 

 
Figure 4-1 Leaflet issued to stakeholders to provide further information 
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This leaflet was distributed to the same property addresses as the initial project information leaflet issued prior to the 
public information events i.e. approximately 320 addresses within a 2km – 3km radius of the peaker plant, as well as 
the proposed underground cable route to the Cashla 220kV substation. 

The leaflet also included contact information for the Community Liaison Officer should any stakeholders wish to 
engage further to request more information. A copy of the leaflet is included in Appendix G. 

In addition to the leaflet distribution, the FAQs on the project were also updated with the latest information.  

4.2 Additional Public Information Event 
Following the public information events in May 2025, Bord Gáis Energy became aware that a community concern 
group called the Athenry Peaker Plant Concern Community had been formed, which predominantly consisted of local 
residents in the Athenry area who are concerned about the project and the potential impacts it could have on the 
area.  

The concern group raised a range of issues, including: 

 Health concerns in relation to air quality from the air emissions from the plant 

 Plant operations in relation to running time, fuel supply, and storage of backup diesel 

 Site location and the associated infrastructure constraints 

 Construction impacts and the potential disruption to local residents 

 Visual impact in relation to the height of the emissions stack 

 Emergency procedures and the risk of fire / explosion 

 Stakeholder engagement – lack of awareness of the project in the local community 

There was some frustration from the concern group that certain information was not available during the public 
information events in May 2025 e.g. details of the air quality assessment, and traffic management details for the grid 
connection route etc. This was due to the fact that the various environmental and technical assessments were ongoing 
at that time and had not been concluded.   

Therefore, following a meeting between Bord Gáis Energy, the Athenry Peaker Plant Concern Community group, and 
a number of elected representatives in October 2025, Bord Gáis Energy agreed to hold an additional public 
information event in Athenry to provide further information to the local community in advance of the submission of the 
SID application. Bord Gáis Energy also made a number of the project Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) available at the 
public information event to engage with local residents on the particular issues that matter to them.   

To facilitate this public information event, further communication materials were developed, and these are outlined in 
the sections below.  

4.2.1 Notification to local residents 
Following a number of comments in relation to the extent of the notification exercise for the public information events 
in May 2025, Bord Gáis Energy decided to extend the notification zone from 2km to 5km around the peaker plant site, 
to include the whole of the town of Athenry.  

There were 2,384 property addresses within this 5km zone, therefore Bord Gáis Energy employed An Post’s Admailer 
service to print and post A5 postcards to all of these property addresses with the key information relating to the public 
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information event. This included the date, time, and venue i.e. 4th December 2025 in the De Burgo Suite of the Raheen 
Woods Hotel, Athenry. A copy of the A5 postcard and the 5km distribution zone is included in Appendix H. 

  

Figure 4-2 A5 postcard notification for the public information event in December 2025 

4.2.2 Invitations to other stakeholders 
Email invitations were issued to other stakeholders listed in Table 1-1 i.e. non-statutory bodies, and community 
organisations. These email invites were issued by the Community Liaison Officer and included the date, time and 
venue for the public information event as well as an offer of 1-1 engagement if they were unable to attend the event 
in person.  

4.2.3 Press release and media coverage 
Prior to the public information event, Bord Gáis Energy issued a press release. This was covered by a number of local 
media outlets, including:  

 The Tuam Herald, published an article on 26th November 2025, making reference to some concern among 
local residents in relation to the project, but also outlined Bord Gáis Energy’s ongoing engagement with the 
local community and the planned public information event on 4th December 2025 in the Raheen Woods Hotel, 
Athenry. A copy of this article is included in Appendix I. 

 Connacht Tribune published an online piece on 3rd December 2025, referring to the planned public information 
event. There was also a link to a segment on Galway Bay FM in relation to an interview with Deputy Louis 
O’Hara. See link to piece: https://connachttribune.ie/public-information-event-over-plans-for-major-cashla-
power-plant/.   

 Galway Bay FM published an online piece on 3rd December 2025 referring to the planned public information 
event, including an interview with Deputy Louis O’Hara on their Galway Talks programme. See link to piece: 
https://www.galwaybayfm.ie/galway-bay-fm-news-desk/public-information-event-over-plans-for-major-
cashla-power-plant-208753.    

4.2.4 Project leaflet  
To support the public information event, a project leaflet was developed, to re-affirm Bord Gáis Energy’s commitment 
to community engagement based on the three key pillars:  

 Informing 
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Keeping stakeholders updated on issues that affect them 

 Involving  

Involving stakeholders in opportunities as we plan and build the Cashla Peaker Plant 

 Responding 

Listening to stakeholders and addressing any questions, concerns and / or aspirations 

The leaflet also included the project benefits on the reverse as well as the contact details for the Community Liaison 
Officer, and a QR code linking directly to the project website.  

The leaflet was made available in both digital and hardcopy formats. A downloadable version was published on the 
project website and print copies were distributed to attendees at the two public information events.   

A copy of this leaflet is included in Appendix J. 

4.2.5 Update to the project website 
In advance of the public information event the project website was updated with the latest information in relation to: 

 Plant operations 

 Preliminary outcomes of the environmental assessments e.g. air quality assessment 

 Landscape and visual impact 

 Light and noise impacts 

 Plant health and safety  

Following ongoing refinement to the project design, the 3D visualisations were also updated to take account of 
some minor changes to the plant layout. The landscape planting shown in the visualisations was also updated to 
show the planting for Year 1 and Year 15.   
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Figure 4-3 3D visualisation of the Cashla Peaker plant looking in a south westerly direction. Landscape 
planting shown at Year 1.  

 
Figure 4-4 3D visualisation of the Cashla Peaker plant looking in a south westerly direction. Landscape 
planting shown at Year 15 

In addition, the FAQs were also updated with this latest information. 

4.2.6 Engagement with residents affected by the grid connection 
Prior to the public information event, Bord Gáis Energy undertook an exercise to engage directly on a 1-1 basis with 
local residents living on the road where the underground cable is proposed to be constructed. There are approximately 
60 residential properties along this road and the Community Liaison Officer, along with another member of the project 
team, visited each property to speak with the residents to explain more about the proposals, and to reassure them 
that we will engage with them at each relevant stage of the project, to keep them informed, and to listen to any queries 
or concerns they may have. A leaflet was left with each resident with information on the current stage of the project, 
a map showing the proposed cable route, and details of the public information event on 4th December 2025.  

Where no one was home at the time of visiting, a leaflet and calling card were posted through the letterbox of the 
property. The calling card including contact details for our Community Liaison Officer, and a QR code linking to the 
project website.  

A copy of the leaflet and calling card is included in Appendix K.  

4.2.7 Public information event 
The event was held on Thursday 4th December 2025 from 1pm to 8pm in the De Burgo Suite of the Raheen Woods 
Hotel, Athenry and was attended by 94 people.  

The format of the public information event was similar to the public information events in May 2025, in that it was an 
informal drop-in style event, where attendees could walk around the room and view the project information at their 
convenience. Members of the project team were on hand to speak with stakeholder to address any queries they had.  
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For this event, large curved pop-up banners and pull-up banners were used to display the project information, see 
Figure 4-5.  

 

Figure 4-5 Display material used for the public information event 

 The display material presented: 

 Benefits of the project 

 Information about the plant operations including: 

o Running time 

o Fuel supply 

o Grid connection 

 Project timeline, including information on the forthcoming SID application 

 Location of the peaker plant and grid connection route 

 3D visualisations of the peaker plant, including photomontages from various viewpoints in the local area  

 Environmental considerations, including: 

o Air emissions 

o Light and noise impacts 

o Landscape and visual impacts 

o Health and safety 

 Community benefit fund  

A copy of the display material is included in Appendix L. 

4.2.8 Post Public Information Event Newspaper Advertorials 
Following the public information event on 4th December 2025 Bord Gáis Energy reviewed and updated information 
on the project website, including the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) section, based on feedback received from 
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stakeholders who attended the event. An advertorial was published in The Tuam Herald, Connacht Tribune, and 
Galway Advertiser newspapers, to notify people that this information on the project website had been updated, and 
to further promote the Community Liaison Officer as being available to assist with any queries that anyone may 
have in relation to the project. The Community Liaison Officer’s contact details were shared in this advertorial.  

A copy of the advertorial in each newspaper is included in Appendix M.    
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5. Summary and Next Steps 
5.1 Summary 
Bord Gáis Energy undertook a comprehensive non-statutory public consultation exercise to inform the local 
community and other stakeholders about the Cashla Peaker Plant project and to obtain their feedback on the 
proposals.  

A project website was launched in April 2025 to serve as the central hub for all information relating to the Cashla 
Peaker Plant project. This also included the contact details for the dedicated Community Liaison Officer for the project, 
who was on hand at all times to address any queries from stakeholders throughout the consultation process.    

Two public information events were held in the De Burgo Suite of the Raheen Woods Hotel, Athenry on Wednesday 
7th May 2025 and Tuesday 13th May 2025 which were attended by 90 people. These events were publicised in a 
range of methods, including a leaflet drop to local residents in a 2km radius around the peaker plant, consultation 
posters erected in Athenry, newspaper advertisements, and press release. In addition, the public information events 
were promoted by certain elected representatives on social media.  

Members of the project team were available to speak with stakeholders to listen to their feedback and to address any 
issues or concerns they had. Information was presented to stakeholders who attended the events on large A0 display 
boards, and hardcopy brochures were also available for stakeholders to take away.  

A total of 33 feedback submissions were received at the time of the public information events in May 2025. These 
were reviewed and analysed to identify 12 key themes, and specific issues related to each theme, as detailed in 
Sections 3.4 and 3.5.  

The most frequent issues raised relate to: 

 Possible human health concerns as a result of air emissions from the peaker plant; 

 Operating hours of the plant with some concern that this may increase over time; 

 Concern that the plant may operate on diesel more frequently;  

 Disruption to local residents during construction of the peaker plant and the underground cable; 

 Visual impact with particular focus on the height of the emissions stack; and  

 How to obtain further information on the Community Benefit Fund.  

Following the public information events in May 2025, Bord Gáis Energy issued a further leaflet to clarify some 
misinformation related to the issues outlined above.  

In addition, following ongoing engagement with local stakeholders and elected representatives, a further public 
information event was held on 4th December 2025 in the De Burgo Suite of the Raheen Woods Hotel, Athenry. This 
was attended by 94 people.  

Over the course of the project to date, Bord Gáis Energy has responded to all queries received and has consistently 
sought to engage with stakeholders in a manner that is transparent, respectful, empathetic, and fair.  
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5.2 Next Steps 
Bord Gáis Energy’s Community Liaison Officer and the project team will continue to engage with stakeholders 
throughout the submission of the SID application to An Commission Pleanala and beyond. As previously mentioned, 
Bord Gáis Energy place significant emphasis on community engagement and will strive to be a ‘good neighbour’ as 
we aim to develop the Cashla Peaker Plant project.   
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Appendix A 
A0 Display boards from public information event 
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Appendix B 
Screenshots from project website 
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Appendix C 
Consultation poster 
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Poster distribution locations in Athenry 
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Appendix D 
Copy of community engagement leaflet - front 
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Copy of community engagement leaflet - rear 
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Leaflet distribution zone showing Eircodes of properties 
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Appendix E 
Copy of consultation brochure 
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Appendix F 
Copy of newspaper advertisement as published in the Tuam Herald 
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Appendix G 
Copy of further information leaflet 
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Appendix H 
Copy of A5 postcard notification for the public information event in December 2025 
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A5 postcard notification distribution zone for An Post Admailer service 
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Appendix I 
Article in the Tuam Herlad published on 26th November 2025 
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Appendix J 
Tri-fold leaflet for distribution at the public information event 
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Appendix K 
Tri-fold leaflet for distribution during 1-1 engagement with local residents along the grid connection route 
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Copy of the calling card used to inform local residents of a visit to the property by the Community Liaison 
Officer  
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Appendix L 
Display material for the public information event in December 2025 – Pull-up banners 
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Display material for the public information event in December 2025 – Curved pop-up stands 
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Appendix M 
Advertorial in the Tuam Herald published on 17th December 2025 
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Advertorial in the Connacht Tribune published on 19th December 2025 
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Advertorial in the Galway Advertiser published on 18th December 2025 
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